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19th May 2020
Dear Head Teacher
 
Government’s plans to increase number of pupils in schools on 1st June – request for copy of risk assessment
 
I write on behalf of UNISON members at your school concerning the government’s plan to increase pupil numbers on 1st June and the threat this plan poses to the health and safety of pupils, parents, staff and our wider community.
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]UNISON is taking up our concerns over safety directly with the government and we are calling on the Prime Minister to step back from an unsafe increase in pupil numbers on 1st June. We want to work together with government to create the conditions for a safe return to schools, based on the principles and tests set out by education unions representing support staff, teachers and head teachers.  The statement can be found on the newsroom page on the TUC website - https://www.tuc.org.uk/news/education-unions-statement-safe-reopening-schools  The government has, however, failed to meet these principles and its own five key tests; meaning a safe increase in pupils on 1st June is not possible.
 
UNISON is clear that the current situation is not the fault of the school or its leadership and we understand that the school has a duty to plan for all eventualities. Therefore, we would request that you please urgently provide UNISON and the other recognised unions with a full copy of the school’s draft risk assessments for increasing pupil numbers. 

I would further request that you urgently enter into collective discussions with us on the measures that would need to be taken for a safe increase in pupil numbers. To assist these discussions, UNISON (alongside other union colleagues) has produced a detailed checklist and planning guide which follows the structure of the DfE planning guide. We believe this checklist will clearly demonstrate just how unsafe increasing pupil numbers on 1st June would be.
 
The Department for Education has confirmed that 1st June is an ‘aspiration’ and therefore the responsibility for taking the decision about when it is safe to increase pupil numbers will rest with individual schools. UNISON believes therefore that it is important that we all stand together to ensure that everyone in the school and community is safe.
 
[image: ]Yours sincerely


Mike Vaughan
Branch Secretary & Health & Safety Officer
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